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not a bad planet, and as it moves slowly with the sun, it does
not need propitiating; but if in any year Mercury did not
travel with the sun, there would be famine. However that
may be, mortal travellers will do well not to start out towards
jthe north on Wednesday. Indeed, so few Hindus travel at
all on Wednesdays, that the trains are more comfortable and
less crowded on that than on any other day.'
As it is a lucky day, it is the one on which all litigants
like to start a case in Court, and as every Hindu loves a law-
case, this is an important point.
Wednesday is a good day as far as it goes, but the luckiest
day in the week is Thursday. There is, however, a cautionary
thought even for this auspicious day, for if a man washes his
clothes, or has his hair cut, or his nails pared, or his face
shaved, or his house plastered on a Thursday, he will be poor
all his life. In fact, on Thursdays over-fastidiousness is the
way to poverty.
It is quite all right if children are sent to school on
Wednesdays, but it is better to send them on Thursdays,
for its very name (Guruvard) suggests guru, a preceptor. An-
other name for Thursday is Brihaspatiuara^ and Brihaspati
was the guru of the gods.
Death ceremonies or lucky ceremonies may be performed
equally well on Thursday, so it is a good date on which to
perform the ceremony of Simanta> or to invoke Ranna Devi
(Randala Mata). This mother-goddess might also be happily
summoned on Tuesday or Sunday, but Thursday is the best
day.
Supposing Guru has a malign influence over any one, he
need not really be worried: all that is necessary is to perform
the very pleasant task of eating white food made with rice,
clarified butter and sugar on Thursdays, and the planet is at
once placated. Ordinary mortals are careful to eat their
pulse unparched on this day. It is a good day for shopping,
a good day to be born on, and a good day for a journey, if
you are only cartful not to go southward. But just now